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Someone once said (I wish I knew who it was), "A wise man learns from
experience. A wiser man learns from the experience of others." This booklet is
what it was intended to be--an informal compilation of stories that are meaningful to
each submitter. They are true stories, and I admire the courage you have to share
them so freely. I thank each of you! A special thanks also needs to go to Rosalee
Thain and Jim Schaub for sharing some of their photography with us. 1have
included the stories and pictures and articles as they were given to me for that is the
way that they are most meaningful. I have edited very little, partly from lack of
ability, but mostly because I wanted the personality of the story teller to shine
through the story.

It is my suspicion that there were many more stories that were going to be
submitted, but just never made it; and I also suspect that as one reads the stories
included here, it will bring to mind other personal experiences. Please use this as a
workbook where you can jot down your own thoughts and memories as they come
to you. I have not tried to fill up all the white on these pages with a lot of "cute" to
add interest. Life is what is interesting and you have room here to add your own
bits of wisdom gleaned from living.

May each of us continue to be blessed throughout our lives. As we part from
the old and look forward to the new, may we continue to share the love and wisdom
we have been given, and go into the future with renewed faith and courage.

Barta C. Bocse--7998
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After ten years of serving in the Primary, Jim and I found ourselves on the
“adult” side of the ward. Trying to adjust and feeling very homesick, I
discovered the lessons of life we had learned, especially from the last five
years of teaching four-year-olds. At the request of the editor, I submit
those lessons, which also illustrate why we miss Primary:

Ten Things I Learned From Four-Year-Olds

. Church is way too long.

. Food wields a lot of power.

. Hold to the rope if you go outside.

. Take turns talking.

. Everyone should feel like a princess (a lesson from Lexie Reese).
. Always be kind to everyone and everything.

. There aren’t answers for every question.

. Sometimes forget the lesson.

. The gospel is best in its simplest form.

10. Heavenly Father loves me.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

~Lori Schaub
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When we moved to Benson three years ago, we thought we were here because your
peaceful rural community was the kind of place we like to live. However, since that time
we have discovered a more powerful reason......and this is why I am writing this story.

My cousins, James and Evelyn Baird, from Manti, Utah, have been deeply involved in
searching out our family history for many years. They had traced one of the family lines
back into the Devon and Somerset areas in England, but were frustrated by the fact they
were unable to find much information beyond the 1800's. They had discovered in their
research that members of both their families had met and married and as a result they were
both researching this same line. Jim had been weakened by cancer and was very ill, but
had placed a large recliner in front of his computer and would work on his genealogy
records whenever he had the strength. One night about 2:00 AM he retired to his bed in
much pain and feeling very discouraged. As he was drifting off to sleep he asked himself,
"Why me? Why do I need to do this work when I don't feel well?" He was startled to
hear the voice of his father-in-law, my uncle, A.R. Whiting, who had died in 1960, telling
him, "Jim, I will tell you why one more time, but after this pay attention to your dreams!"

He was then shown an immense group of thousands of people in the spirit world. He
understood them to be ancestors. They were dressed well, but conservatively and
obviously ready and waiting for something. Some were relaxed and singing hymns, others
were reading scriptures and having gospel discussions. There seemed to barricades along
the perimeters and here he saw many anxiously walking to and fro.

To one side was a small group of men having a conversation. The group included his
father, grandfather, great-grandfather and his father-in-law along with others, some of
whom he recognized. His grandfather spoke of the missionary work they had all been
doing and then asked, "What are we to do? These people have all been taught and
converted, but now they are holding us responsible for their lack of progress." His great-
grandfather responded that they needed to see that the temple ordinances are done for
them, to which his grandfather asked "But how? Do you have any ideas." His great-
grandfather then stated "Jimmy will do it."

Jim's father then spoke up saying, "Right now Jim has more than he can handle and is
very discouraged. He will need help." His great-grandfather answered "it will never be
easier than now" and turning to A. R. Whiting asked if the records were ready, to which
he received an affirmative reply and also a promise that Brother Whiting's daughter Evelyn
would help Jim with this work.

During the following months many miraculous events took place that convinced them that
they were indeed receiving help from the other side. The librarian of the Manti City
Library made available to the local Family History Center some books that had been
locked in a cabinet in the basement for many years. These included a book of Devonshire
wills published in 1898, plus several volumes of parish registers some going back as far as
1400. One of the volumes crucial to their lineage was missing and their daughter
accidentally discovered this very volume in the library at BYU. From another source they
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On September 22, 1962 our sixth child, a son, was born. As was the custom with us, we never
decided on a name for our children until after they were here. We tried various names on them to
see which one seemed to fit their personalities, so they were not blessed until we had settled on a
name and decided that was the one that fit them.

I remember the morning I gave David a name and a blessing. When I came home Sharlene was
quite upset with me because the blessing didn’t include the normal things that most blessings
include, such as being married in the temple, going on a mission, etc.

Prior to the blessing we had prayed that we might receive the inspiration we needed for this
ordinance. Iremember the occasion, because that’s the only one of our children that members of
Sharlene’s family were present for the blessing. Her father and brother Clark were there.

There were four major parts of the blessing he was given. One was that he would have a cheerful
countenance. The second one was that he would be blessed with the spirit of obedience. Another
was that he would be a strong influence for good on his companions. The fourth was that he be
appointed a guardian angel who would protect him until his mission in life was completed.

I guess my wife was justifiably concerned as to why these things weren’t included. I had no
answer for her, except that I felt that was the blessing intended for him.

To show how some of these things were fulfilled, he really was a cheerful person, not only with
his siblings but also with his companions and he did have a strong influence on them. If he
suggested that the group do things, they usually all went ahead and did it. There is nothing that I
am aware of that was of a harmful or derogatory nature. To show about his spirit of obedience,
in his eighth year he had developed a terrific love for basketball and decided he wanted to be a
pro when he grew up. There were other boys in the neighborhood, some considerably older than
he was, who had basketball standards in their yards, He went to their places to play with them. I
said, “David, I know some of these boys are using bad language. IfI find out that you start doing
it too I’ll just have to stop you from going over there. Periodically I’d check on him to see how
he was doing. Finally, he said: “Dad, I think I’ve got it whipped.” When he got angry he would
say, “Dang!” That was about the strongest word he had.

I didn’t think much more of it until in June of 1972. David had been really careful learning how
to drive tractors, and I suppose of all the kids he was the most cautious and careful.
Unfortunately I let him take a tractor that was too big for him to handle properly. He pulled over
to let a car go by in the opposite direction, hit a bump and the tractor overturned and pinned him
in a canal full of water.

We hadn’t thought much about his blessing because we didn’t write it down. It wasn’t until after
his passing that one night I remember I couldn’t sleep. I got up and asked Sharlene, “Which
child was it that received this particular blessing?” She remembered that it was David. Then it
became apparent that he was given the blessing that was intended for him. Even though he
wasn’t quite ten years old when he was taken, apparently the mission he was sent here to do was
completed. I guess the Lord had a greater mission for him somewhere else.

By Wayne R. Cardon
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Some of the greatest spiritual experiences of my life took place during my mother’s short
illness and her death, Easter morning 1997. When I first learned my Mother had cancer, I felt
impressed that she would not live very long. I prayed fervently that she would not have to suffer
the painful end stages of cancer. Over the ensuing months. I found out that this was the same
initial reaction that my father and all my sisters and brother experienced.

One evening in January, I had the privilege of doing initiatory work at the temple. While
waiting for my turn to move forward, I was pondering about my mother’s illness as it was on my
mind constantly. The temple worker actually reminded me of my grandria, my mother’s mother.
I had lived next door to grandma while growing up and had a‘very tender relationship with her up
until her death in 1987. This temple worker was built like my grandma--she was shorter than me,
her shoulders were rounded, but most of all, her hands looked exactly like grandma’s. As1
watched her hands, I turned my attention heavenward and silently questioned, “Grandma,
grandma! What, are you doing right now?” I was enveloped in a warm and tender feeling as the
thought came to my mind, “I'm preparing to meet my little girl, to be reunited with her.” As the
tears of my impending loss came, so too, did the peace of knowing it would be a joyful reunion.

I shared this experience with my father shortly before my mother passed away. It had the
same effect on him as he began to tear, yet be filled with peace. As he shared it with my siblings,
it turned out that everyone of us had similar confirmations and experiences in our own way. When
my mother passed away on Easter moming, we all watched the Tabernacle Choir broadcast
together. The program, of course, centered on Christ’s death and resurrection which was a timely
subject for what we were experiencing. The final number performed by the choir was “I Know
That My Redeemer Lives.” The tears began to flow as we all concluded that this was our final
confirmation that our mother too, still lives and is happily preparing a place for us to follow
someday.

Alice Cowley
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Avalanche

It was a beautiful winter morning that my husband Eric and I ventured out into the
mountains above Cache Valley to do some early season, backcountry snowboarding. The
winter snow so far had been very sparse so when we woke up that morning and
discovered that the mountains had been covered with a deep, white blanket of new
powder, our hearts began to race.

We realized that the potential for avalanches that day would most likely be high.
We made a call to the Avalanche Forecast Center and our thoughts were confirmed. The
report stated that the conditions were in fact dangerous. So we left our home feeling a
little disappointed that we would be unable to venture onto the steep, untracked powder
bowls that we both love to ride.

We arrived at Tony Grove that morning and were both more than eager to get on
the mountain and make some tracks. The sun reflected off the white world around us as
we trudged through the two feet of new snow.

As we neared Tony Grove Lake, we noticed a very distinct path that flowed down
one of the upper bowls on the mountain. Both of us felt a little tinge of anxiety run
through us when we realized that it was an avalanche that had cleared the snow off of
nearly half of a mile of the mountain. We both remarked about the dangerous condition
of the snowpack and once again resolved that we would stay off of the steep terrain and
stay on the safe slopes.

As we hiked through the snow-covered campgrounds we passed several snow-
lovers who were out enjoying the new bounty. As we passed them, we warned them
about the avalanche danger and asked them to spread the word.

As we continued our ascent of the mountain, we stopped to assess the surrounding
hillsides. We spotted a short, gentle slope and decided it would be ideal for
snowboarding. Both of us came to the conclusion that the hill looked safe and that time
was wasting.

Eric began breaking a trail through the nearly waist deep powder up the
mountainside. As we slowly made our way up the mountain with our snowboards under
our arms, I began to feel the excitement again. I couldn’t wait to get to the top of that

hill, strap on my board, and track up the place.
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can hear me.” I started yelling. I cried out two or three times before the snow started
filling my mouth.

Not more than a minute after the avalanche came to a stop, and just before my air
ran out, | felt the gloved hands of my sweetheart digging the snow off of my head. It
wasn’t until Eric uncovered the rest of my body that I realized how far under the snow I
was. He had, on his first attempt, dug directly to my head, which was buried under four
feet of packed snow.

Eric had narrowly escaped being buried himself. He was able to stay almost
entirely on top of the slide until it came to a stop. He then found himself buried up to his
neck in snow but was able to dig himself out. It took us nearly two hours of digging to
find our snowboards.

Every day I reflect on this experience, and every day I thank my Heavenly Father
for preserving my life and my husband’s. I know with a surety that the Spirit was with us
that day. Iknow, without a doubt in my mind, that Eric was guided in the right direction
and told what to do. I know that I was comforted and calmed when I was facing a grim
situation. I know that Heavenly Father has a work for me to do here on this earth that is
important.

The more I live life and think about how fragile it is, the more grateful I become
that I have here and now. Iam so thankful to my Father in Heaven for giving me a
second chance on life. I am truly grateful for the gospel in my life and I know that
without the guidance we received that beautiful day, we would not be here to share our

story.

Amy Watterson Flygare
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JaNae Johnson--

I was baby-sitting my baby sister and I had to go down stairs to get something. When I
got to the bottom of the stairs, I felt like I should go back up stairs and check on Emily. I went
back up just as she was about to eat a leaf from one of our house plants.

Kelby and Sherilyn Johnson--

My mom was taking me and my younger brother and sister to church. On the way, I had a
feeling to tell my mother to stop the car. She was in a hurry as we were about to be late and
could see no reason to stop the car in the middle of the road. Then, she also had the prompting
that she needed to stop the car completely right at the yield sign, south of the church house ,
which she did, even though she planned to turn right. We stopped, well back from the
intersection, just as a double-trailered milk truck came around the blind corner at Ruby Rees'
house and crossed into our lane. As soon as the driver saw us, he hit the brakes and skidded to a
stop with the tires of his back trailer less than five feet from the center of the front of our car. 1
am glad that we heeded the warning of the Holy Ghost.

Kimber Johnson--

One day, I was preparing the yard to plant grass with the tractor. Knowing how much my
young son, Kelby, loves tractors, I decided to give him a ride. As I worked I frequently checked
the roto tiller behind me. As I did so, Kelby slipped from between my knees to the ground. The
tractor wheel was upon him before I could get it stopped. Quickly reversing the tractor the
weight was taken off his small body. Kelby was unconscious and pale. In my panic I grabbed
him up in my arms and ran for the house to call 911. Once in the house, Kelby became conscious
and historical. He was uncontrollable in the ambulance and emergency room which made it
impossible to get the necessary x-rays to check his condition. The doctors felt it was necessary to
life-flight him to Primary Children's Hospital where they had faster x-ray equipment. They knew
he had broken ribs and were concerned that there could be serious damage to his heart and
especially his spleen. There was also concern that he had a punctured lung so it was necessary
for the helicopter to fly low over the mountains to prevent it from collapsing. Dad, came to the
hospital to assist in giving him a blessing before he was flown out. The blessing promised that
they would find no more injuries and that he would heal quickly.

Primary Children's Hospital confirmed seven broken ribs but nothing else. The doctors
said that he would swell considerably by the next day, probably to the point of closing his eyes
and that he could develop paralysis within the next four days. He was amazed to find that Kelby
had actually improved by the next day and when no paralysis developed he was allowed to return
home with the impossible orders of keeping the active, almost three-year-old quiet for the next
four weeks. The next day, Kelby was doing somersaults off of the couch with no apparent
discomfort.
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Lee William Johnson--

We were heading up Logan Canyon to have a picnic and were looking for a place to stop
and eat. We just past Gueneviere Park when the spirit told me to pull off. We pulled off and
Flora said, " You know there is no place to eat here." I replied, "I know it but I was told to pull
off." As we pulled off a van from New Mexico passed us from behind and went on up the road.
We backed out and followed it making a curve in the road to the North. As we started the curve
back to the East the van had been struck head on by a car coming down the canyon on wrong side
of the road. We pulled up behind the van. I jumped out and went up to the van. Another vehicle
coming from the other way had stopped. The lady driving the van was running up and down the ’
road saying, "My poor husband!" We proceeded to help the gentleman out of the car as he
passed out. We propped his feet up and shut the door. The young man in the other vehicle was
screaming, "Can anybody stop bleeding?" because his passenger had been thrown through the
windshield and was bleeding from the face. At that time we decided to leave because there were
plenty of people to help direct traffic.

The next day I talked to the ambulance driver, Clinton Thomas, and asked him about 'my
poor husband'. He said he was a minister from New Mexico and she was a Nun. They had been
posing as man and wife. Everybody came out of the hospital good.

Lee William Johnson--

One night Flora, myself and the family were headed to Logan. As we passed the airport
road the fog was very dense. I was prompted to slow down and stop. Flora said, "What are you
stopping for? I don't see anything." I said, "Do you want to see what is ahead of us?" And she
said, "Yes." So, I slowly pulled the car toward the railroad track and we were within a half a car
length of the train before you could see it rushing by in the fog. Flora said, "Now I know why
you stopped." If we hadn't stopped the car behind us, at the rate of speed he was going, would
also have hit the train.

Lee William Johnson--

Father and I had been to Ogden to the Temple and I came out to help do the milking and
put the equipment together. Norval, my brother, was out feeding the cattle. I finished putting the
milk equipment together and stepped out of the milk house door to see a large cloud of hay dust
in the stack yard. I ran out and ran around the stack, picking a fork up on the way around. Not
seeing Norval any where around I started to dig in the pile of hay that was 20 feet square and 4
feet deep. I dug to the ground and found nothing. A voice said, "Dig over farther." I dug over
approximately five feet farther and dug down about two feet when the voice said, "Set the fork
back." I set the fork back and reached down in the hay and lifted Norval out. He was not
breathing at this time. I cleaned the hay out of his mouth and went to give him mouth to mouth
when he let a gasp out and started to breath. I went to the house to call the ambulance and when
Dad, Mother and I went back he was conscious. The ambulance came and took him to the
hospital where he had two fractured discs and one vertebra. One week later he was home.
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JEWELL LARSEN

When Anita was almost 22 months old, she fell head first into a deep hole
filled with water. The boys had dug and filled it to soften the earth so that they
could put a post in really deep and make a teeter-totter.

I was at work, and Mont with the two younger boys, had gone up to the water
ditch. JoNell was tending the kids and was in the kitchen. Nedra came along and
saw Anita's legs sticking up and went in to tell JoNell, who promptly rushed out and
pulled her out. By then she wasn't breathing and there was no pulse.

At that moment, Mont and the boys pulled in and were told what had
happened. Mont quickly applied mouth to mouth resuscitation and soon she was
breathing on her own and her heart was beating again. The boys had wanted to go to
Roy's store, and quite often he would take them, but this time he had the most urgent
feeling that he should get back home, so he did. We were all very happy that the
Spirit had warned him, and that he had listened and obeyed.
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Submitted by Heidi Rees
1997

In 1986, I was privileged to be a participant in The Hill Cumorzh Pageant. For 2 weeks,

we lived as full time missionaries as we prepared for the pageant.

This particular year it was one of the rainiest years they had ever had. Everything was so
green and beautiful, but it was horribly humid.

As the practice days edged toward the performance, there was a worry of being rained
out. Tt was awful. I think it rained everyday that we were there. As the first night of the
performance arrived, it was really raining. A group of us had been in Palmyra putting on a
program for the citizens there. We were all under a pavilion performing, the rain had letup a
little bit and people were able to enjoy the songs presented.

As we were leaving Palmyra, the rain again began to fall. I have never seen it rain like
this in Utah before. As we reached the Hill Cumorah, the time drew near for the performance. It
wasn't raining there, but was on it's way. The benches were filled with people from New York

and many more states. As the program began, & friend of mine told me to look up into sky.
‘When I looked up, it was like a bow! was put over the audience and us cast members to keep it
from raining on us. It was a modermn day miracle. When the program was OVer, it began to rain
profusely. It never rained on us during one performance when the audience was there. On
Mondays they didn't perform, but we did a dress rehearsal and we got rained on.
This is a testimony to me, that the Lord will not let anything stop the spreading of the

Gospel throughout the world.
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Jay Ricks

In May (1997) we took our family to several Mormon trail sites in Wyoming. It was
humbling to see the kind of country that a lot of our ancestors walked through, some
in the dead of winter. Most sites were accessible only by gravel road, with some in
poor condition as was the case in getting to Rock Creek. The road was washed out
about a mile from the site and being determined to get there, Ben and I decided to
walk to it. When we finally reached the site we could see the stream of water running
through the middle of the grassy hollow and the rock bluffs off to the far side, a deep
drift of snow above the creek still remained from winter, from a distance it was easy to
imagine the members of the Willie Handcart Company huddled against the cold and
wind. A really strong feeling of reverence was felt by both of us as we fell silent upon
entering the area. We went to the marker by the circular grave and read the names of
the 13 people buried there and then to the other side of the hollow to the 2 other
graves.

When we read about what had taken place there, the Spirit bore witness of the
sacrifice and faith of the people who had suffered and died in that company of saints
so long ago and what a proud heritage we have as members of the church.

When I was in Spain on my mission, we had a spiritual experience. My district leader
at the time was Elder Hutchings and his companion, Elder Ojeda lived about 1/2 mile
from our apartment, it was customary for my companion and myself to go over there
daily, usually in the morning. One morning when we arrived, Elder Ojeda was laying
on the couch with a towel wrapped around him. Elder Hutchings related what had
happened just moments before we got there. In Spain, in most buildings, there is no
central heating, so portable propane heaters are used on cold winter mornings as a
result quite a few people are asphyxiated because they go into a room and close the
door tight to stay warm and are overcome by carbon monoxide. This is what Elder
Ojeda had done while taking a shower . Elder Hutchings was studying at the time in
the kitchen, he said that he stood up for some reason and an unseen force literally
pushed him down the hall way and into the bathroom, he found Elder Ojeda
unconscious on the floor, Elder Hutchings carried him out and put him on the couch
to recover, which he did. Without a question Elder Ojeda's life was spared that day.
The Lord does watch over his servants
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NATHAN W. RICKS

MANY YEARS AGO, WHEN | WAS ABOUT EIGHT OR NINE YEARS OLD, | REMEMBER ONE
UNUSUALLY COLD WINTER. AS ALWAYS, ANY FREE MOMENT, AWAY FROM OUR DAILY CHORES, MY
FAMILY AND FRIENDS WERE ON THE RIVER BOTTOM ICE, IN FRONT OF HOWARD JOHNSON'S,
PLAYING HOCKEY AND ICE SKATING.

THIS PARTICULAR, COLD, SATURDAY MORNING | WAS PLAYING HOCKEY WITH SIDNEY
CARDON, MARLIN CARDON, LINDA IZATT, JAN IZATT, TIM RicKs, MICHAEL Ricks, DAvVID BALLS,
JERRY YONKER, AND MYSELF, NATHAN RICKS. | DON'T REMEMBER WHO WAS ON WHICH TEAM,
HOWEVER, | DO REMEMBER THAT THE TEAM LINDA [ZATT WAS ON WERE BEATING. | SOON TIRED OF
THE ACTIVITY AND SKATED A WAY FROM THE GAME TOWARD THE EAST, NEAR THE RIVER CHANNEL,
JUST IN FRONT OF OUR HOUSE (HAZEL AND JOEL RICKS). ONCE | WAS OUT, AWAY FROM THE
IMMEDIATE NOISE OF THE GAME, A "STILL, SMALL VOICE"' DIRECTED ME TO SKATE ON THE RIVER
CHANNEL ICE. |T HAD BEEN FROZEN EARLIER IN THE SEASON; AT GROUND LEVEL THEN HAD BEEN
RAISED UP BY HIGH WATER FOR A SHORT TIME, THEN THE WATER DROPPED AGAIN, LEAVING A ONE
FOOT GAP BETWEEN THE GROUND THAT SEFPARATED THE RIVER FROM THE CHANNEL. AS | DREW
CLOSER, | THOUGHT | HEARD THE CRY OF A SMALL BOY. | FOLLOWED THE SOUND, BUT | COULD
NOT SEE ANYONE. | FINALLY STOPPED, WHERE THE CRIES WERE LOUDEST, LOOKING STRAIGHT
DOWN, | SAW EIGHT SMALL FINGERS GRIPPING THE EDGE OF THE RAISED ICE, BETWEEN THE
CHANNEL AND THE ICED OVER GROUND. | REACHED DOWN TO FIND CRAIG BALLS, AT THE OTHER
END OF THOSE FINGERS. AS | REMOVED HIM FROM THE FLOWING WATER OF THE CHANNEL,
UNDER THE ICE, HE WAS VERY COLD AND WET FROM HIS KNEES DOWN. CRAIG WAS AT THIS TIME
FOUR OR FIVE YEARS OLD. HE HAD GONE DOWN, OVER THE HILL AND CROSSED THE CHANNEL
ICE ON HIS WAY TO MEET UP WITH HIS OLDER BROTHER, DAVID, AT THE HOCKEY GAME AND HAD
APPARENTLY SLIPPED BENEATH THE ICE.

I'M STILL AMAZED THAT | WAS ABLE TO HEAR THE SPIRIT OF THE HOLY GHOST, AND THEN
FOLLOWED THOSE PROMPTINGS. THIS WAS THE VERY FIRST TIME | REMEMBER HEARING THAT
"STILL, SMALL VOICE." MY JOY WAS FULL AND MY HEART WAS RACING AS | HELPED HIM TO THE
BOTTOM OF THE HILL AND WATCHED AS HE MADE IT SAFELY INTO HIS HOUSE.

| THEN RETURNED TO THE HOCKEY GAME, REALIZING THAT | KNEW THAT THE "STILL, SMALL
voicE" HAD BEEN THE "HoLy GHosT."

1/31/98
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Stories of Faith/Courage

The Holy Ghost has many times been unmistakably present in my life. As a little girl being prompted to
attend Saturday Primary and Sunday church meetings when we had no car meant riding a bus into town
and transferring to another bus to get within walking distance. Also as a 16 yr. old girl my Sunday
school teacher, Sister Adele Hellewell, contracted cancer and let it be known to her class that she would
be calling on each of us to give the lesson in her absence. We were all apprehensive to teacher one
another, but the Holy Ghost was always near. As a 27 yr. old young woman I had been pondering for a
few days regarding the name of a needed counselor in the Primary Presidency. I submitted the name of
a sister who was good with children and 6n a list of recommended sisters. An uneasy feeling began to
grow within me until I counseled with the Lord more fervently to help me know His wishes. Almost
immediately after kneeling in prayer I went to the phone and asked Brother Duncan, the Bishop’s
counselor, to call instead a young woman whose name I did not know but I could describe her to him.
When Brother Duncan arrived at Sister Gail Kidder’s home her husband told her she had a visitor. She
said she knew who it was and she was to be called as a counselor in the Primary Presidency. On
another occasion, a counselor in an Idaho bishopric has a brother who is retarded. 1 was asked if I
might take him to the school he attended and pick him up after the end of my workday. We, Quentin
and I, were about the same age, 40 yrs. old, although his intelligence was that of a two or three yr. old.

I didn’t think it fair to ask me when it was a time in my life with so many cares (having a full time job, a
two and 17 yr. old son and also a 19 yr. old missionary, I was the ‘breadwinner’, homemaker, mother
and Relief Society Teacher). I felt ‘put upon’ but I hesitantly agreed. To this day I look back on the joy
of my one to two hours with Quentin each day. The new songs he had learned and sang to me and we
sang together, the pictures he drew for me, the hugs, the kindnesses and pleasantries for which I wilt
always be grateful to my Heavenly Father for showing me another way to give compassion and be
obedient to the prompting of the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost does direct us in our choices and
decisions when we listen.

Lori Thain
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that we could see Santa Fe to our right. Win looked out the window and by now the clouds had
mostly gone away and indeed Santa Fe was visible some distance to the North. The pilot
continued, "We will be over Albuquerque in about five minutes." Soon the sprawling city became
visible below, through yet wispy cloud cover.

Win thought, "Now, if we are on the course that it appears, I should be able to see Ramah
and it's reservoir if the clouds do not hide it."

As the plane passed over Grants and Blue Water, recognizable landmarks, the feeling
grew; and he uttered a silent supplication to the effect: "Heavenly Father, if this be right, cause
that I will be able to see the little valley clearly, as we pass over or near it." The wispy clouds
remained below at this point. Then in a few minutes, all clouds were gone and standing out, as in
a band of light from East to West, there lay the little valley below. The few blocks of homes were
clearly visible and the large reservoir, in the hills above the town, was in bright sunlight. A short
distance further the wispy clouds moved back again. But no longer were there any questions
about even logistics. Ramah Cemetery was indeed the place for Lorrain; and Win when his time is
at hand.
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We learned many other things while in the hospital those 5 days. There were people there with
much more serious problems than ours. The love and compassion we felt while there was
overwhelming. We learned much from that experience as a family but I will especially never
forget the peace that came as I pleaded with the Lord for something that was completely out of
my control. Iknow that the Lord hears our prayers and understands our feelings. He does
answer our prayers, not always so quickly but in due time. I also know of the power of the
priesthood and the blessings that come as we share in that great power. We have had several
other experiences as a family with other children in similar challenges. The Lord does love us
and watch over us.

Jerry M. Toombs
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TROY C. BALLARD

One of the most memorable Christmases I remember was in 1971,

Elder Paul Kaiser and I arrived on Missions together , in November. We were sent to
open the Trail British Columbia Branch, which had been closed for several months.

The Branch was constructing a chapel of their own at the time.
In the middle of December, we were introduced by a brother to a young mother and her
three daughters. She had been separated from her husband. We taught her the first discussion, and

afterwards she bore her testimony, with tears in her eyes, and said that she knew she would be
baptized! We were glad to oblige!

In talking to her brother afterwards, I said “Why don’t you ask her if she would like to be
baptized on Christmas day.” He did. She was so happy she cried. Arrangements were made.

The new chapel was framed in, but nothing inside had been finished. The front was only a
cement hole in the floor. We had no hot water! We had to carry some from a neighbor’s house,
but it was still cold! :

The service was held. That was the day I will never forget.

Next to marriage and family, I regard my mission as the best thing I ever did.
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When I was nineteen years old, I was serving a mission in upstate New York. It was hard
at first being away from home, but the members were so good to us. I became very close to one
family called the Jacksons. They were always helping us and inviting us over for dinner. We
really learned to love and appreciate them.

I was soon transferred from the area I was in, but I still stayed in touch with the Jackson
family. One Sunday at church, my old missionary companion was there to see me and to let me
know that Brother Jackson was in a very bad accident. He was working on Corn Silage. and was
about thirty-five feet in the air. Something went wrong and he was knocked to the ground,
because the cement bucket, or something like it, fell and hit him on the head. He was rushed to
the hospital where he was put in Intensive Care and was critically injured. The doctor told the
family to get things in order for him, because he would not live.

I was so hurt to think that such a good man should have such a horrible thing happen to
him and his family. I remember after church that I went home to our apartment and being alone
with my Father in Heaven. I prayed so hard, and asked to know why this happened and that
Brother Jackson would be all right. Then one of the most beautiful things happened. I was
literally spoken to. I knew that Brother Jackson was going to be all right. I received a witness
and I could not doubt it. That night I called the family and told them what I experienced.
Brother Jackson did recover and lived many more good years.

That was the first time I had really received such a powerful witness. Iknew God loves
his children and he does communicate with them. Ever since that day, my prayers are more
meaningful to me, because our Father in Heaven does listen to us and wants to be close to us, if
we let him. I know as surely as life, God does live, that he does hear us, and answers our
prayers.

Bishop DelRay Hobbs




2388383853530 8383833839

UeYSneA 99y

‘sAem JusIagIp Auewr uI Surarss Jo Ajrumyroddo
oY) PeY dARY PUR I9YIB] ATUSARSE] INO SAISS Wed | Pue WIAJR)) 18T [njojeId os ik |

WS st

18YM 0D 0] PapmS3 oq M am pue sSunduroid [fetas SsoT) 03 USISI Avux [Je oM Jer) Aexd [ “1o1Ieg

ATuSARSH] AWI THOX SAIS021 | 18]} SSUISSO[q AUewr o) 10J Aep [oee [IJS[Uey) We | "pPoLo) JO piom
oW ST NOWIOW 40 JOOF W Yeys pue 1oydord onxy e sem qmg ydssof 1ey) Mowy |

. OUI I0J 9197 SUIdq IO SYUBY], ‘9107 ouros 0} Sunduwoxd Suox)s € yons pey | Agm mouy mou

1 "PIIBAIIORSI 9Q UBD T 1BY) OS SUOSSI[ 97} SUI JAIT 0] SWI0O SILIBUOISSTUL ST} [[NJ SY) SARY 0] PoU

I pue Ax01s [prIag gdosof o) SUx 81, :Pres oUs ‘SuUrA®e] 210Joq ‘9I9YM JOOP JUOIJ T} 0} SIBIS o)
TMOD JUOM 9M JISI0 o8BS PUNOIL STILIR INO TIIM PUR Sem I JBYM MIUY J10q 9M “paspuy

raLy

[09F NoA PI(g,, ‘PodSe SYS USY) “OOUS[IS JO JUSUIOWT B SEM SI9Y], "PSLIO pue WSN) puey AW p[oy oys

SITR)S 9T} UMOP JOk(q SUTRO dM 910Joq ISnf pue Ponuriuod A\ ‘JUSISHIP PUR STOAISU AISA SUIBO9q
9Ys swooIpaq o7} 01 dn SuroS sirejs o3 payoeordde om sy 03 Addeq oq pinom 1 107 pfol [

4 Inoj Jrews & uo jsnf ow oy, yueunmodde s1oj00p Aur 10y
o1e] W] ‘A101§ YIS dosof oY) IesY 0] JWeMm JUO0P I, ‘Seat S 03 pres oYs Sury 11 oY,

"m0y a1} ojul owreo pue Funiduoxd o) pakeqo

USY) OYS ‘punore Sulun], pumm I9Y 03 swreo Aym, uopsonb oy ‘weSy sem Sunduwroxd sy

105U0IS 9) SAOIP SYS ABME ISYIIeY o) Inq “USISY 1UPIP oS ,,"SUIOSY SAJ) PRy 3, USARY | Pue sow)

Auewr pessed oA (AYM,, F[SIOY 01 SuD{umy)--ur SUI0o pue suwxoy o1 je dois 0 pajduwrord sem oqg

"JUISYIP 9q 0 SeM Ui STY) “0I0Joq SSTNL) Aueul owoy o) ised po[oARI) PRY oYS S[IYA "SWO]
s ydosor oy 3sed peoy pIOPEIS U0 FUISARI) SBM SATIORUI AIOA SeM 18T} Ape] Sunok vy

"pey 18} AUETH Oy} JO SUO 9J[oI 0] SYI] PINOM | "SIUSPIOW
Sunowoxd ey Auew pey yoes oM PUE St JO I0q 0] 20USLIAXS /2.3 © SEM ST, "JIOX
MaN ‘erAuyed 1 ,o[dno)) 9N, B 91oM oM o) Jey) SULn(] WOISSTIA] [0 X MSN 19159400y
O} UI SOLIBUOISSTUE S8 SUIAISS 9I0M | PUR UIAJR)) G66T IOQUIDAON 01 $66] IOQUISAON WOI]

HIONATIAIXH AdVNOISSTA




POPIPOSOPITTPISSTTISIIITIIITPIIEIITIIRIIPRIPITPITFIIIITITPYTIOGSIIITYTIYVYTEYYTY

A FAITH PROMOTING EXPERIENCE

After arriving at De Moines, Iowa, my first assignment in the Northern States Mission, I
was unpacking my suit case and some of my clothes were lying on the bed when the district
president came in to take my companion and me out to a class.

When the pres. saw my rather bright green dress laying on the bed, he said, "Sister
Johnson, you aren't going to wear that dress in the missionfield, are you?"

I must have said, "No, I guess I'm not."”

I thought he really meant it, but found out later that he was only kidding.

The next moming I packed up the dress along with a felt jacket and sent it home. My
companion mailed it as she went into town for groceries. She brought me the insurance slip, but
as I hadn't had any need for insurance slips before, I didn't keep it.

As time went on I wrote to Mother about the dress, but she never received. So, as my
companion and I were going by the post office we stopped in to see if we could find any trace of
the package having been sent. The man at the post office was very nice. He looked in his big
book for some time, but could find no record of it. He even old us we could come in when we
had time and continue to look. We did so, but could find no trace of it.

After praying about it, I had this dream: " I went into a much smaller post office. There
was a big marble table in the outer part. I went up to the man at the window and asked him ifhe
had a record of the package having been sent on a certain date. He looked it up in his book and
said, "Yes, I have a record of it." He soon traced it up and it wasn't long before I received a
check from the post office as the package had been lost."

The next moming I asked my companion if there was another post office in town. She
had been out six months longer than I, and had been in Des Moines for some time.

She said, "Well, there is a little branch over on the other side of town, but I wouldn't have
gone there."

Although, we always stopped at the main post office; I was so insistent that we went
across town to the other post office. We went in and everything happened exactly as it did in my
dream. The same marble table, the same man at the window, the same conversation, and it wasn't
long before I received a check for the dress.

My companion had gone to the open market to get the groceries (which she finally
remembered) and had mailed the package while there, instead of getting off the streetcar at the
main post office.

This was an added testimony to me.

Submitted by: Orfa Smith
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(Compiler's note: One of the greatest atrocities of war is the hatred for our fellow human beings
that it spawns. First there is a lust for power, then an act of aggression, then retribution for the
aggression. Fear and mistrust are born and we become too well acquainted with the word
"enemy." In this atmosphere individuals, even nations of individuals, find themselves doing to
others things that in peace time would be abhorrent to them. The need to prevail over the"enemy”
eventually evolves into a sickness from which recovery is very painful and difficult. Those who
suffer at the hands of this "sickness" also have a very painful recovery. Forgiveness is the path,
but it is very challenging and long.

What follows is an account of just such a path. It is excerpts from an account given by
four young men who were captured, tortured and imprisoned by the Japanese during World War
I1 Their story is both very interesting and provocative. It is included here in the hopes that those
of us who are harboring in our own hearts bitterness and mistrust because of wrongs committed
by another, though they be minor in comparison, will also find our path to recovery.)

In summery: As the B-25 bomber lifted into the air on the morning of April 18, 1942 the crew
realized that they were part of a dangerous mission, but little did they realize that the flight was
the beginning of a three and a half year ordeal for them. They were part of the famous Doolittle
Tokyo raid, and although their bombing run was successfiil, the air craft ran out of fuel in the
stormy weather and so they had a crash landing in the water near the China Coast. Although
most survived the landing, the years that followed and the treatment that they received during
those years, was a terrible trial of endurance for eight of the airmen involved in the raid.
Eventually, these eight brave men became prisoners of war in Japan. As such they
suffered horrible tortures, starvation, bitter cold, rats, harassment of every kind, and disease
without medical treatment. One of the worst tortures they endured was isolation--from each other
and almost everything else good in the world. It is a tribute to their indomitable spirit and to their
ingenuity that they survived such treatment. They took advantage of every opportunity that they
had to communicate with each other, including tapping out messages in Morse code on the walls
of their cells. At one time they even established a "tin-cup news service" as they called it. They
would scratch brief messages on the bottom of a tin cup, and as it was passed from cell to cell at

“various times they would gain bits of information in this way until, eventually, it was discovered

by the guards and stopped. When, occasionally, they did have the opportunity to see each other
they would talk.

Capt. Chase J. Nielsen, writes of such occasions, "We talked plenty. We used to talk
about football and baseball and things we'd done in our lives, and we talked about food. Brother,
how we talked about food. We'd plan meals we'd order if we ever got out--thick, juicy, steaks
and plenty of pie and ice cream.

"And we talked a lot, too, about God and religion. We never tried to hold any religious
services but we talked a lot about God at a time like that.

"When you are living a normal life you sometimes are too busy for religion, but we had
plenty of time. And we developed the feeling that God was awfully important.”

Another, horrible nightmare for the prisoners was watching one of their fellow airmen
slowly die because of mistreatment and no medical attention. They were even taunted by the
guards over his death.

Another prisoner wrote, "We were terribly low after Meder's death. All of us were more
or less sick most of the time and we began to think a lot about death.
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part of the raid on that stormy April moming. One aircraft was able to land safely, fifteen of the
planes were lost. Of the eighty men--three died from injuries sustained in the crash landings,
sixty-nine were able to make it back to safety with the help of friendly Chinese guerrillas, and
eight were captured and imprisoned by the Japanese. Of'the eight who were captured by the
Japanese, three were executed, one died from illness and mistreatment, and four returned home
after forty months of capture.

In 1965 a book titled FOUR CAME HOME, written by Carroll V. Glines, was published
detailing the imprisonment of these brave young men. This little bit of their story is included here
with the permission of Lt.Col.Chase J. Nielsen.

One of Lt. Col Nielsen's favorite philosophies is "It isn't what fate does to you that counts,
it's what you do with your fate."

Submitted by Howard Johnson
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back. Iwas in the driving seat. Stinging pain accompanied flying shrapnel pieces which tore at
shoulder, fingers and between the eyes. A large dent appeared in the armored door to my left.

A young infantry man, in fear, had climbed aboard our vehicle and had climbed down
into the now deserted right front seat. The explosion had knocked the power unit from the gun
turret. A fire from the gasoline in the power unit threatened store ammunition in the vehicle.

With no more operational function of the turret and damage to the gear train of the
vehicle in which it could not move, the crew had left the vehicle. Itold the young man that he'd
best get out and turned to the task of extracting myself from my seat. I did not see him get out,
but as I crawled over the middle console and dove out of the right hand door, he lay beneath me
on the ground with several bullet holes through his head.

When the shrapnel had hit me between the eyes I thought, "Is this it? Is my mother going
to receive another such telegram?" I was with her one day earlier during World War II, when
with trembling hands she had received and opened one of those telegrams, which read, "We
regret to inform you." In this case, another son had been seriously wounded; and fear was written
on her face.

As we scrambled around outside the vehicle with tracer bullets seemingly everywhere
overhead, with only a sage brush like cover, fear of what would be the outcome raised its head. I
had a carbine type weapon, but it jammed and my torn and bleeding fingers could not free it up. I
handed it to a fellow crew man who attempted to use it.

The word came that the trapped unit yet ahead of us had gotten out of the trap and for our
unit to withdraw. The turret cover on the tank opened and a man beckoned for us to climb on.
We clambered onto the cat walk area on top of the tank and it proceeded to push the abandoned
half track out of the way and we began to move out. The fellow crewman who held my rifle in
his hands suddenly seemed to toss it away. Later I learned that a bullet had struck it knocking it
from his hand. I held a hand grenade and huddled against the armored sides of the tank. I was on
the one side alone, the others riding on the other side. Ilearned later that they had experienced

further hostile fire from that side. From my side, if any came, I was not aware of it.

The End

1 know to this day that it was not meant for my father to be killed during the war. As life
has gone on and I have been from the outside. My father has touched a many soul in his lifetime
that needed to be touched. The Lord needed him, as we needed him, to do a great many more
things in his life. Iam grateful to the Lord for letting him live and him being able to be my
father. I have been truly blessed because of this good man.
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as we could, so we could all lay down at once. Then someone along the

way would ﬁant to turn over. We practiced our democratic training. We

voted whether we turned over or not. If the vote was for turning, those
opposed expressed their opinion, using freely all the army words they had ever
heard. If the vote was against, then those favoring turning had theif chance
to speak. Up and doﬁn, turning, all night long, for two nights.

Finally we felt the engine connect to our car, and on this Christmaa
Eve of 1944, we started again to travel. We all seemed to feel better when
we were traveling, for it meant we would eventually reach our destinatiom,

We feared, however, planes strafing our cars, or being bombed in a reil yard,
if we stopped. We learned later that our British friends did this to the
train behind us, killing 87 of our buddies,

All night long, we stood up, exercised to get our blood circulating, and
laid down trying to get some sleep, and suffered. We discussed home, and food,
and loved ones, and other Christmases. Throughout the night groups could be
heard discussing, reminiscing over better days. Finally dawn came, and we
felt that being today was Christmas, surely we would be stopped, put in a
warm building, and fed - something - anything - and we would be so thankful.
We had been given water once each day since boarding the train, but no food.
We were terribly hungry, and thirsty. Throughout the morning, every time we
stopped in a town, we thought - surely this is the place where they will take
us off the train, and feed us, and let us get warm. Later on, in the afternoon,
we started losing hope. We still hoped for warmth and food, 5ut surely food,
or even water.

It was the middle of the afternoon, and we had again stopped in a
rail yard., I had found in my jacket a steel bit, and with it we removed
some nails and opened a small six inch panel. We saw some people outside, and
another locomotive. We tried to make our wants known, and held out to them

the tin can we used as a cup. An elderly man came over and took the can, and
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Rose Marsh Butler

She looks so beautiful
Lying there,
And yet so still,
So far away,
All the love she’s given,
Is it gone now,
Or will it live on
In her children,
Her grandchildren?
Can I help it live on?
I think of her courage,
Her faith,
Her love.

Is that what she has given me?
Perhaps that is what makes me strong
When I think of her;

Do I have a piece of the courage
She built as a child,
When she left her family
And came to America?

Do I have any part of the faith
She had.

Believing that God would preserve
Her family
While her husband was gone on missions;
Surely I have a large portion
Of the love
She gave so freely
To all she knew.

If only I can share it
As she would want me to,
And not bury it in the sand
Afraid to lose it.
“Farewell, Grandma,;
When we meet again
May I be able to give you
Double
That which you have given me.”

]

Rosalee Thain, 1976
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ELIZABETH ROBINSON TELFORD

Elizabeth Robinson Telford was born in 1836 in England. She was the 9th child in a family of 10
children-three girls and seven boys. When she was eighteen years old, she was baptized into the church;
and two years later she and her brother Solomon began their long journey to Utah.

They sailed from England to Boston, then traveled to lowa City, by way of Chicago. In lowa City
they waited for about three weeks while their handcart was being made. Then on July 28, 1856 they
started west with the Martin Handcart Company. They walked the 400 miles to Omaha, Nebraska, and ieft
Omaha in September to walk the remaining 1,031 miles to Salt Lake City. The hardship suffered by the
members of the Martin Company is well documented and has been described by historians as one of the
saddest in the history of the West. Elizabeth Telford, however, reported that they were " cheerful, and true
to the spirit of our noble pioneers."

(XXX XXX XXX X XL XX KX X/

Each person in the handcart company was only allowed to take 14 pounds of personal effects
including clothes and bedding. As the saints grew weaker they were forced to discard even part of that, so
that in the coldest weather they had very little to shield them against the elements. Their provisions also
gave out so that they were reduced from one pound of flour per day to just two spoonsful, one in the
morning and ancther in the evening, which they made into gruel. They had no other food. They reportedly
"only killed one buffalo on the plains, and didn't even see a rabbit."

Sever winter storms came early to further complicate the journey for these travel weary saints.
Besides the misery of being cold and hungry, they had to wade all the streams and rivers. After crossing
the Platte River on October 19th eleven company members were buried in one grave. It was showing and
bitter cold. The river was full of blocks of ice. Many were already dying from cold and hunger. Elizabeth
reported that the water came up under her arms as she waded across, and that her clothes were frozen on
her every night.

As Winter advanced and President Young learned of the suffering of the handcart companies, he
sent relief trains to meet them. Sixteen wagons with provisions were sent out from Salt Lake City...They
found the Martin Company near the Sweet Water on October 29th in a deplorable condition. They had lost
56 by death since leaving the Platte River nine days before. Most of their bedding had been abandoned on
the road as they were too weak to haul it.

A few days later they made the last crossing of the Sweet Water. The crossing of this river was a
terrible ordeal to the weary travelers. It was intensely cold. The river was wide and the ice was three or
four inches thick. The river was deep and about 40 yards across. As many were unable to wade the river
themselves, three men of the rescue party waded back and forth for hours helping the handcarts through
and carrying the women and children. One of the men offered to carry Elizabeth across, but she said that
she would wade the river if he would carry her brother Solomon. She knew that he was too ill and that he
would die in the water if he tried to make it on his own. She started to wade across, but another man came
and insisted on carrying her. This was very fortunate as she was not strong enough to have made it
across. Her brother Solomon died that night.

As the immigrants approached the mountains Elizabeth was suffering so much from fatigue that
she felt like it was impossible to go any farther, and it was only the thought of her parents in faraway
England and the grief they would suffer when they received the message that she, as well as her brother,
had died, that made it possible for her to go on. Otherwise, she would have " laid down in the show and
died."

Because of Elizabeth's exhausted condition and because her feet were frozen so badly that she
could no longer keep up with the company, she started out one morning far in advance of the others to
avoid being left behind. They soon caught up with her, however, and continued to pass her one by one.
She was too proud and shy to ask for aride. So she piodded resolutely on until all but one wagon had
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MARGARET McNEIL BALLARD

Margaret was born in Tranent, Scotland in 1846. When she was about a year old, her father joined
the Church. She was baptized when she was 8; and she was 10, when the family began their journey to
Zion.

When the family left their homeland there were mixed emotions for them. On the one hand, they
were excited about the prospects of being one with the saints in a more hospitable place for Mormons. On
the other hand there was sadness for loved ones left behind and some of the hard feelings harbored
toward them. She recorded the following about their leaving Scotland and the six week ocean voyage.

"Before we left, my mother took us to say good-bye to our grandmother, my mother's
mother, Margaret Martin Reid, but she would not come to the door or let us in. My aunt
came to the door and said Grandmother didn't want to see us for we had broken her heart
because we had joined the Mormon Church. Mother took us by the hand and we went
home. Mother cried all the way home.

"During this ime (on the ocean) we had many hardships to endure, but through it all we
were greatly blessed. Because of my mother's condition (she had just given birth to a
baby boy), and my being the oldest member of the family and being blessed with health, |
had to share the responsibility with my father of taking care of the rest of the family who
suffered greatly with sea sickness...| was the cook for the family and sometimes
experienced frouble in preparing our porridge which was about all we had to eat. | was but
ten years old and somewhat of a venturesome spirit, and through this perhaps met many
more difficulties than | would have done otherwise. However, | was protected from
accident and blessed with health the entire trip."

The McNeil family finally arrived in the United States and eventually made their way to Winter
Quarters. Margaret's father was asked to help establish Genoa which was a settiement 100 west of Winter
Quarters that would be a temporary settlement for the benefit of the immigrating Saints. There they would
help the Saints and they themselves make preparation to join the Saints in Utah.

"When we were all ready to start on our journey westward, my father's team of five-year
old unbroken oxen ran away, and we were delayed. We had never seen oxen

before... The company had gone on ahead, and as my mother was anxious for me to go
with them she strapped my little brother James on my back with a shawl. He was only
four years old and still quite sick with the measles, but | took him since Mother had all she
could do to care for the other children. | hurried and caught up with the company traveling
with them all day. That night a kind lady helped me take my brother off my back. | sat up
and held him on my lap with the shawl wrapped around him, alone, all night. He was a
little better the next morning. The people in the camp were very good to us and gave us a
little fried bacon and some bread for breakfast.

"We traveled this way for about a week, my brother and | not seeing our mother during
this ime. Each morning one of the men would write a note and put it in the slit of a willow
stuck into the ground to tell how we were getting along. In this way mother knew that we
were all right."

Margaret arrived in Genoa ahead of the company, thus becoming the first female resident of the
present city of Genoa. Margaret and her family stayed in that community for two years. When the time
came for them to cross the plains to Utah, Margaret was given the responsibility of the family cow. she
would leave early in the morning so that it could graze the grasses. The company would catch up to her
and pass her and then she would bring up the cow behind, often joining them in camp long after dark.

"One night our cow ran away from camp and | was sent out to bring her back. 1 was bare
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February, 1970

Kent (who was mot quite 6 years old) woke up Tuesday morning with an ear
ache. He cried for about 2% hours. I gave him asprin, put drops in his ear, and
applied a heat pad. Finally he said, "What can you do for my ear, Mama?, It
hurts so bad!" I told him I had dome about all I could think of. He said, "Pray
then." So I did. (Perhaps he didn't think it was a very eloquent prayer, because
he said, "Sometimes Jesus prayed all day".)

Within just a few minutes he was asleep. When he woke up, the pain was gone.
in fact, he felt so good and wanted to go to Relief Society so bad, that we went.

We had a testimony meeting after the lesson, and I bore my testimony----- We knew
that Heavenly Father heard our prayers and helped Kent. Such faith! See what
HE can do for you, if you'll just ask HIM! Kent's mother, Alice S. Cardon

My mother Lucy, -was born in England, daughter of George and Alice Jackson. The
missionaries taught the Jackson family about the gospel of Jesus Christ. They
became converted, and became members of the Church in 1897. Those days, the thing
to do was to come to "Zion"----- to Utah in America----- which was the center of the
Church.

Elder Frank Lee from Hyde Park, Utah, was serving as a missionary in England,
and he knew that the Jackson family wanted to come to America. Upon his release,
he offered to let part-.of the family stay with him and his wife in Hyde Park until
the rest of the family could save enough-money for ship. fare. Because the Jacksons
knew that they would never be able to affordu§o?all come to America at the same
time, and because.they only had enough money for one half-fare, they consented to
let Lucy, who was just 10 years old, come to America with Elder Lee.

The family bid goodbyé to Lucy as she boarded the big ship, not knowing when
or if they would ever see her again in this life. Lucy became so seasick on the
ship that for a few days she thought she was going to die. Then $he hoped she
would die----- she was-so seasick and homesick.

They were on the ocean for three weeks. . Her seasickness finally left, and the
latter part of the voyage was not so bad.. They traveled to Salt Lake City by train,
and finally to Hyde Park, where Lucy madeher home with Br. and Sister Lee and their
three young daughters. Many nights Lucy cried herself to sleep because she was
so homesick.

Another woman offered Lucy 50¢ a week to come and live with her. Lucy thought
maybe she could save her money and send it to England to help hurry the time when
her family could come to America. When she went to live with this woman, Lucy
really earned her.money! She tended the little children, carried water from the
well, did the washing, fixed meals and washed dishes, and waited on the woman who
was bedfast after the birth of a new baby. Lucy realized what a mistake she had
made by leaving the Lee's home. ) C )

Over the next few years, as the Jackson's were able to, they sent others of
their daughters to America. After four years, Lucy's father came, leaving his
wife and the three youngest children in England, until he would be able to send
for them. It was nine years before: Lucy's mother was finally able to join the
rest of the family in Hyde Park. What a joyous reunion! But their joy was only
brief, for Lucy's mother had a cancerous sore on her face, which steadily grew
worse, and after the family had only been together three years, Lucy's mother died,
and they were seperated again!

All these years of sacrifice and.loneliness, and trials, because they knew that
the Church was true and wanted to be with the Saints in Zion! How grateful we should

b i !
e for our heritage By Alice S. Cardon
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She awoke and felt very weak.and strange. She walked into the
kitchen where her mother was preparing breakfast, but was not sure

what she should tell her mother . Scoon her father came in to
breakfast . As he took her on his knee to find out what was wrong,
she told him about her dream or vision. Being very young, she

forgot about the incident, but her parents didn't.

In 1849 Elders Lorenzo Snow, George T.H. Stenhouse and Elder
Toronto were sent to Italy to open up the mission. The first place
they stoppred, they were not permitted to preach and in fact were
driven away. Seeking refuge in the mountains, they prayed to God
that He would open up the way for them to deliver their message.
They were assured through the Spirit that their prayers would be
answered. A few days later, when great grandfather Phillippe came
home he had heard about these three strangers. He said that these
strangers were preaching the same doctrine that his little girl had
told him about when she had her dream several years before. He
became so excited that he left his work, put on his best clothes
and went in search of these strangers. He arrived at a place where
they were preaching on Sunday morning. He immediately invited them
to come to his home and make that their headquarters. On that
journey He related to them the experience of his young daughter.

When they arrived home, the Elders inguired about Mary and were

informed that she was out in the meadow tending the cattle . It
seemed that when they arrived at the place she was, it was the same
vlace she had witnessed in her dream . She was reading from her

Sunday School book as in her dream and when she was introduced to
them they took from their pockets two small books and said the same
things to her that she remembered from her dream

Trhe family soon joined the. church, and a few years later in 1854
they left for the Salt Lake Valley. Many of their friends also
accepted the truth, and there became a nucleus of the church in
that small valley. In the interim, however, they were persecuted
for their beliefs by the same people who had been persecuted with
them by the powers from Rome. They were fortunate enough to
dispose of their property £for enough money to bring all of
Phillippe's family and a family of their friends to America and
Szalt Lake City, where they all remained faithful and were some of
the early pioneers of Weber and Cache Valley.

This incident has provided a great legacy for our family, and
testifies to us that the Lord does hear the earnest prayers of
those who are seeking for the truth. Sometimes those prayers are

answered in ways that are miraculous to those of us who hear of
them later

Submitted by Kenneth R. Cardon
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on he got up and went ashore and bought some provisions for the
family.

When he returned they sat down on the boxes to eat breakfast
together. Of this story Henry wrote in his journal: "I was in the
act of taking a drink from a tin cup when the boilers of the boat
blew up, blowing about half of the boat away, killing and wounding
about fifty of the saints and wounding many more. I was blown about
two rods (about 30 feet) under a bunk where there was a man with
part of his head blown off. I was stunned and made senseless for
about half an hour with a hole cut in my head near the brain. The
sensation which I had while in this position was, I thought I was
floating down the river upon broken pieces of wood. I finally saw
daylight through a doorway which was a door by the paddle wheels.
A man ran past me and I followed him and jumped off the boat into
the water, on the side next to the land. This part of the boat did
not sink.

"When I got off I could not stand up. I lay down on a board on
the shore of the river for sometime. While laying there the blood
was streaming down my face from the wound in my head."

Henry was gratefully relieved when he learned that none of the
May family had been killed and but one injured. Harriet May
received a severe burn on her ankle but soon got well.

After a time when Henry recovered a little he went back onto
the boat to see if he could find his dogs or any of his things. The
dogs were blown away with the blast and were killed.

Henry wrote: "I found the bread which I had in my hand, also
my knife, covered with blood, and the tin cup that I had to my
mouth when the explosion happened mashed flat as a dollar.

Henry lost one box of clothing entirely and one other box was
found in mud and water in the bottom of the boat. Someone helped
him get the box out and then opened it. Nearly everything was
spoiled—-all Henry owned was the wet clothes he had on his back and
one other shirt and just one sock-no hat, no coat and no money to
buy anything for himself or the family he was to look after.

Henry wrote: '"The Lord raised up kind friends who were
strangers to me and they gave me money to buy food for the family
to last till we got to Council Bluffs.

People who saw the explosion said the boat sank within ten
minutes and it was heard all over the city of Lexington. The
newspaper wrote: "What a horrible scene, twenty-four dead were
found and twice that many more with limbs broken and torn off; many
badly scared, wives and mothers frantic at the loss of husbands and
children, sorrowing orphans searching among the dead and dylng for
their parents, and parents for their children.
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The Pioneer Guillaume Couture
By Mary Mather Falslev*, a Benson resident (January, 1998)

When one is asked to recount a pioneer story for an LDS audience, the first
thing that comes to mind is a tale of an ancestor crossing the Great Plains to settle the
Salt Lake Valley. These are often stories of fairly recent immigrants, most likely
English or Scandinavian converts who came to Nauvoo or Missouri in the late 1830’s or
the early 1840°s. Let’s not forget, however, that there were earlier pioneers who arrived
in America as much as a full two hundred years before that. Without these earlier
pioneers who braved that unknown sea to wrest the unmapped land from the remnant
people of Old Jerusalem, there would be no Nauvoo or Missouri.

This story is about the ancestor of a Benson resident who was born Mary
Thérese Young*, the granddaughter of a Québecois who descended from one Guillaume
Couture, hero of both the Senneca and Huron Indians and the earliest white settlers of
New France, or present day Canada. In 1640, Guillaume Couture was a young heir to a
modest estate in Rouen, Normandy, France. By his early twenties, his Christian faith
was so strong that he made up his mind to serve the Lord by becoming a Jesuit donné in
the Catholic Church.

The Jesuits were the clergy who believed in the writings of an Italian monk from
the 1200’s, Joachim di Fiore. Fiore believed that the Second Coming of Christ would
not take place until the remnant tribes of Israel were taught the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
The Jesuits, 300 years later, believed that the natives who peopled the North and South
American continents were the remnants of the tribes of Isreal. Because of this belief,
the Jesuits were among the first to explore the Americas and learn the languages of its
native people.

A Jesuit donné, the role Guillaume chose, was a lay brother, not a priest in this
Catholic order of clergy. In order to become a donné, a man would have to donate all of
his property to the Jesuit order. Then he would remain celibate, and usually for his
entire life, he served as an attendant to a Jesuit priest or several priests, performing
many routine housekeeping chores and porter duties to the Jesuits who were serving as
missionaries in the New World. In return, the Jesuits promised to provide for the donné
as long as he remained among them. Unlike a priest, a donné’s vows were not for life,
unless that was his choice.

Guillaume Couture cleverly ceded his estate in France to his uncle, mother, and
sister before joining the Jesuits. A reliable historical record of the time mentions
Guillaume and indicates that the Jesuits were not happy to later discover he no longer
had any property to contribute. He was dispatched to New France to an area we now
know as Quebec in Canada and also as upstate New York. At this time, there were less
than 500 white men in all of Canada. )

He was among the party of Jesuits led by Father Isaac Jogues who converted a
Huron chief and who were later captured by the feared Mohawk/Iroquois tribe in 1642.
Couture fought bravely, but escaped with the Huron chief when his companions were
subdued and captured. Overtaken by guilt and concern for their beloved companions,
Couture and the chief changed their minds and returned from the woods to offer
themselves as captives with their companions. Father Jogues blessed him for this and
told him that even though they would suffer for Christ, his courage would live on
forever. Couture felt courage emanate from his body. No doubt, this was an outpouring
of the Spirit of Christ.

For thirteen days, the unfed captives were dragged through the woods to a series
of Mohawk villages. They stopped at night but were tortured around the campfire each
time. They were beaten with switches and clubs. Sleep was impossible due to the
plague of mosquitoes, hoards of deer flies, and worms in their open wounds.
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Ezekiel Johnson was Lee and Norvel Johnson's great, great grandpa. He was never
baptized even though his family was.

On one occasion it was reported that a company of soldiers, under a captain, was
marching on Nauvoo to compel the Saints to leave the city at once, even before the time set by
the agreement of the commissioners who made the treaty of expulsion. Ezekiel heard of this
treachery on the part of the mob, and his anger knew no bounds. He swore by all the powers of
good and evil that those soldiers should not come into the city of Nauvoo that night. Acting on
his word which he was never known to break, accompanied by his ever present companion, 'Old
Bess', a small double barreled shot, he met the men just as they were entering the city. He
stepped behind a tree until the Captain came close to him. Cocking both barrels of his gun he
stepped out in front of the Captain and ordered, 'Hault, hands up.' The Captain at once saw his
disadvantage and with hands high in the air, ordered, 'Hault, attention.' Ezekiel said they must
cross his dead body before they entered further into the city, and to make no argument but go.
The Captain, realizing his helpless position, ordered 'about face and march.' They did, until they
were out of sight. They again entered the city on a side street, where Ezekiel again covered the
Captain as before. He told him that he would shoot him on the spot if he tried to say one word of
explanation, and if he tried to enter the city, he would shoot him from behind a tree without
further warning. The mob seemed to believe what he said, for they went into quarters outside the
city limits for the night.

This delay gave the Saints time to prepare for the surprise that was intended by the
soldiers who, after a conference held with the leading men of Nauvoo the next morning, decided
to return home without firing a gun.

Because of this episode, Ezekiel became a marked man by the mob who later whipped him
so brutally that after a period of suffering he died from the effect.

He knew the gospel was true and had asked for baptism of which his sudden death
deprived him, leaving all his work for his children.

* (Submitted by Lee Johnson)

) B

138338333




839999333 3338335333333343

"Aep 18U} JO 90USIAdXS Y} PAYSLISYD SOUIS IOAD

SBY PUB UOSSS[ S} PaIoquIsal oy Wy Jey} swoy dodys siy j003 JSpIoy S[quIny € Sy
"PIOY Y1 WOJ JUSWISAOUI SSBUI QU0
ur popadures A[snosueynuis }oo[y ay3 ur dodys £10As Apueisuy yIeq pandsur ue 9AeS pue 3095 s1y
033501 3y APINY 'S0 © o3I JIvg, "PIESY JOAS PEY Y UOHESIOAUOD AUE S8 A[TRS[D S8 PUIlI ST
0} QUIED SPIOM “JueIsul Ue U] ,;ino doays ot3 398 01 Op T ued Jeypy ot djoy 95BI[q, ‘PONSE puE
wojqoxd siy paurejdxs sy yire oI-pio Yup “dosys Surzes oy Suowre soauy siy 01 paddoip
oy Ajererpawy ,"Ae1d ued T ‘Op ued I SuIy} SUO [[US ST 9IOY T, PIISqUISIIAI 9y USyJ], "Op pInOd
oy SumjisIeAs suop 9y 1ySnowy) o IoquSiou iy yIm pareso wajqord oy Jo asneooq Addeyun

A19A 99 pPINOM pep ST ‘PIay ST 03 a5ewep oy} JO asneoaq A1Sue A1oA 9Q PINOM JaULIR] oY I,
_ ‘T Je o3nb pray oy Surzeid
240U 91oM dooys Y], "PIISTIBYXS A[TESU Sea O] [Iun I9PIay pacusniadxe Ue Jo AFa1ens L1040 Suisn
‘s3j001 Summonyy ‘Furddepd ‘Supnoys ‘ylioy pue yoeq ‘ureSe paoel oy ABMY POy 9y} JOIUD UOOS
PInoM 3[D0[J 3y3 JO puS Iej oY1 e dosys o3 Se ‘03e19dSap sem UONENYIS SY} JBY)} SJBMB MOU SBM INq
‘o ur 3snf wejqoxd 8y} Jo ees [eUISLIO Sy 0] Jorq Peoel Sf SumuISaq oY) 18 919M Aoy ueyy
P[eY 9431 0} I9SO[D MOU SBM. PISY 3Y3 JO PUS YINOS dY} “UISou09 18913 ST 03 Ing orq Wwoy) Suiies
Aises pue Appoinb ‘pus ey 03 uRI SR "9Jes 9q O} P[SY Sy} 03 950 003 Sumpoeordde mou sem
“Kerme ST € 3O YIYSIO UL INOGE ‘PISY Y} JO PUS YLIOU JeJ 8Y) “IOASMOE] "S3}001 PSJISY puB 9SI0U
JO S10] Y3Im jOBq WS} SA0IP AJJUSPYU0d oY ‘ploy oY1 payoeordde o0 Y3 JO PuUS YINOS Y] Sy
juro[qoxd & aq J0u PINOM ST} “ISPISY P[O-1894-(] PeousLIadxo STy} JOJ pue “eJjey[e oy O} 9S0[0 00}
aze13 deoys 3y} 397 30U 03 sem 103[q0 9y, "dO[ASp O3 JNOqE Sem yomm wajqod 9y} I0] paIUNosde
Ae3re] Yo peaids Surzess poos e pey desys sy, “eyejye ysn oy wox dssys a1 dosy jou
PInoM. S0U”J a11M-Pagreq Sy} JO JSour Jey} mauy osTe pue dn Sulkip sem sseid oy} 18] SIBME Sem
SH 'PUB[ WLIg] Po1eSILI USAMISq PUR] 119SIP JO JOSU MOLIBU B UO pazeis Aoy se deays Jo OO

S AJurey 8y} pus} 03 AInp ST Sem 11 £0q B SBAL D0USIRL) ‘Ioy7R] S,UOSUIOf UATLISYS USYM
--19|NE SOUBIR[)




EXPERIENCES OF ZEKE JOHNSON
now 85 -- 1954
(approximately great uncle to Lee and Norval Johnson)

I have been requested to relate an experience I had in 1908 or 1909 in San Juan County. I
was just making a home in Blanding and the whole county there was covered with trees and
sagebrush. I was working hard to clear the ground to plant a few acres of corn. We had five
acres cleared and started to plant the corn. My little boy, Roy 7 or 8 years old, was there to help
me plant the corn. I'd plow around the piece and then he'd plant the furrow with corn. Then I'd
cover it and plow again. While I was plowing on that piece of ground, I discovered there were
ancient houses and that there is the remnants of them.

As I was plowing around, I noticed that my plow had turned out the skeleton of a small
child. The skull and the backbone; most of the bones of course were decayed and gone. Part of
the skeleton was there, so I stepped immediately as my plow had passed it a little. I turned and
looked back against the bar of the plow between the handles. As I was looking at that little
skeleton that I had just plowed out and wondering. All of a sudden, to my surprise I was the
bones begin to wiggle and they began to change position and to take on different color and within
a minute there lay a beautiful skeleton. It was a perfect little skeleton.

Then I was the inner parts of the natural body coming in -- the entrails, etc. I saw the
flesh coming on and I saw the skin come on the body when the inner parts of the body were
complete. A beautiful head of hair adorned the top of the head; and in about a half a minute after
the fair was on the head, it had a beautiful crystal decoration in the hair. It was combed
beautifully and parted on one side. In about a half a minute after the hair was on the head, the
child raised up on her feet. She was lying a little on her left side with her back towards me.
Because of this, I wasn't able to discern the sex of the child, but as she raised up, a beautiful robe
came down over her left shoulder and I saw it must be a girl.

She looked at me and I looked at her; and for a quarter of a minute we just looked at each
other smiling. Then my ambition was to get hold of her. I said, "Oh you beautiful child," and I
reached as if I would embrace her and she disappeared.

That was all I saw and I stood there and I wondered and I thought for a few minutes. My
little boy was wondering why I was there because he was down at the other end of the row
anxious to come and plant the corn. Now, I couldn't tell that story to anyone because it was so
mysterious to me and such. Why should I have seen a miraculous experience? I couldn't feature
a human being in such a condition as to accidentally plow that little body out and see it come
alive. A body of a child about five to seven years old, I'd say.

I couldn't tell that story to anyone until finally one day I met a dear friend of mine, Stake
Patriarch Wayne H Redd of Blanding. He stopped me on the street and said, "Zeke, you have had
an experience on this mesa you won't tell. I want you to tell it to me." Well, I told it to him.
Then he had me tell it to other friends and since then I have told it in four temples in the United
States and at many meeting houses at many socials, fast meetings, and at conference times.
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Submitted by Heidi Rees
In memory of Lorrain Tillman
1997

I remember the many stories that mom had told of growing up in Ramah, NM. Ramah
was much like the Benson community. Most everyone was related in some way or another and
the Bishop was in charge of the affairs of the town. Any disputes or decisions would be settled by
the bishop.

One particular story that comes to mind is one of my very favorite. Mom recalls as she
was a little girl playing in her yard one day, a stranger had approached her asking for some food
to eat. Mom ran into her home and called for her mother to come to the door. My grandma was
a bit skeptical to let the man in because nobody knew who he was. He just seemingly came out
of nowhere. Grandma gave him some milk and a piece of pie and the man sat on the front porch
to eat. Mom remembered his beautiful blue eyes. She said she had never seen eyes as blue as his
was. She said that he also had flowing white hair and carried a knapsack over his shoulder.

As the man finished the pie, he thanked my mom and grandma for the food and went on
his way. As he left the front gate of the yard, mom said that grandma told her to run to the fence
and see which direction the mah was going, because of him being a stranger in a town where
everyone was related.

Mom said that as she got to the fence, the man had disappeared just a mysteriously as he
had appeared. Grandma had always told us that she really felt that he was one of three Nephites.
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EDWARD KILLACK ROBERTS

Edward was 14 years old and he loved his family, but he wanted to be on the Lord's side
too, and so he had a problem. His folks for some reason had decided to leave the Church and had
moved from Nauvoo, Ilinois to Keokuk, Iowa. Edward was unhappy for he longed to return to
Nauvoo as he wanted to be a Mormon. So the time came when he felt he must be a man and
stand up for what he believed.

He left his family and walked from Keokuk to Montrose, Iowa a distance of about 13
miles. It was dark when he arrived. He was tired and hungry and lonely as he looked across the
Mississippi River. I suspect that he felt a great deal of apprehension too. Had he done the right
thing? How was he to cross that huge river and retumn to the Lord's people? Would he ever see
his family again? Would they forgive him?

He felt that it wasn't a very manly thing to do, but all of the frustrations of the moment
overwhelmed him, and he sat down on the bank of the river and sobbed.

Two men approached him in the dark and asked him what his problem was.
He said, "I want to get to Nauvoo. I want to be a Mormon."

The men told him that they would help him get to Nauvoo, for they had a boat and were
going to cross themselves.

Years later when Edward would tell this story, his eyes would shine as he would ask,
"And do you know who one of those men was? It was Joseph Smith the prophet of the living
God!"

Edward crossed the river. Later he came to Utah, married, and raised a family to the
Lord; but he never heard from any of his family again.

Edward Killack Roberts was my great-great grandfather.

Submitted by Barta C. Reese
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This story is taken from the life history of my Grandmother Elizabeth Steele Reese.

On May 8,1889 I married Andrew J. Reese in the Logan temple. Two years after
our marriage we bought the farm where (Rick Reese) Foster now lives. We lived in a
little log house that had been moved in from the Summerhays. (Where Rick’s garage is
now)

We had three little kids, when my husband was called to the Southern States
Mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. He left home on June 5,
1899, and returned home June 7, 1901. When he was called, Grandpa Reese thought that
he should stay home until we had a better home in which to live, but I said, “No, he must
go when he is called.” He spent two years in the mission field.

We got along fine while he was gone. The children were too little to help much,
so two of my brothers came down from Idaho and went to school and helped me in the
winter. A.V. Reese run our land while my husband was away. He stacked the hay in the
stack yard, so the boys and I had to haul it into the barn. During this time I would get up
in the mornings and milk twelve or fourteen cows and have them in the pasture by the
time my neighbors were up. I paid $417.00 for the land that we had purchased, and when
my husband come home from his mission we did not owe a cent to anyone.

The children and I would go down to the bend and collect driftwood for kindling.
Father killed my pigs and got my coal for the winter, and when that was gone I paid A.V.
Reese on dollar per ton to haul the rest that I needed.

When my husband came home we started thinking about building us a new home.
We had lived in the old log house with a frame room built on it, for ten years. In 1904
our dream of building us a new home was realized. (This is the home where Rick and
VaLoy Reese now live) While the house was being built I cooked for the carpenters; I
boarded the schoolteachers for years to help earn the money to furnish the home. We
planted trees and a garden, raised chickens and pigs, cows and sheep.

We had a good time at ward parties and dances. They would allow us one waltz,
one polka and one Scottish dance, all of the rest of the dances had to be square dances.

Over the years we sent children on missions, to war and to college. As the
children were growing up I spent a lot of time helping the doctors and the midwives with
the sick. It seems as though when anyone would have sickness in the family they would
always send for me. A lot of the time they would send for me instead of the doctor.

One particular morning I was called away from my breakfast in a great hurry. I
ran most of the way to the Jessie T. Rees home where Jessie T. was out waving for me to
hurry. I didn’t have hardly enough time to get my breath before I delivered two bouncing
babies, a boy and a girl. (Kate Watterson and Keith Reese, Jay’s father) When the doctor
arrived I had him check the babies over to see that they were okay, when he got back to
Logan he told of what a fine pair of twins that he had delivered to Mr. and Mrs. Jessie T.
Rees. Itook care of the mother and babies for two weeks, I done all of the work and the
doctor got all of the pay.

Later in Libby’s life, after her husband passed away she moved to Logan where
she lived for many years. She pieced, by hand, quilt tops for all of her grandchildren.
While sitting in her chair one evening, a scene came before her where she saw her
grandson, Norman Funk who was at that time serving in the military, grab his side and
fall to the ground. She then arouse from her chair and went to the calendar and marked
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WYNONA PEAR SAUNDERS MAUGHAN'S VISITORS
as told by Wynona M. Steele

Shortly after my dad died my mom had a special spiritual experience I would like to share
with you as she did me.

I came home from work in the evening and was preparing supper for her and my husband
asusual. When I came in the house I felt a different feeling than normal but could not say what. 1
decided it was because Mother seemed especially at peace and happy.

It had been several months since Dad had left us. Mother was legally blind and very hard
of hearing. Her diabetes had affected her legs and she did not do a lot of getting around except at
home. Her days were very lonely. She was alone most of the time.

My mom loved people especially children. She told me more than once she wished "the
kids" would come to see her.

While I was cooking supper this particular evening I asked her what had happened during
the day. If anyone had been to see her. She was quiet for a while, then she said, "I hope you
don't think I have gone crazy but I did have visitors. No I better not--you will just laugh at me."

1told her no and she finally told me that she had been very lonely that aftemoon. She was
crying and had asked God to help her. As she sat there with her eyes closed, she said she felt the
presence of people. So she opened her eyes to see who was there. Normally things would have
just been shadows, but she said she could see the beautiful faces of the children. She went on to
tell me that the kids sat all around her, on the floor by her feet, and on the arm of her chair-~just a
circle of happy smiling faces. They played, talked, and laughed with her until she dozed off.
When she woke up they were gone.

I know God sent them to help Mother at a time when she so desperately needed them.

(3Nephi 17:20-25, Moroni 7:25, & 10:8, 14) This incident caused me to do some extra studying.
After reading the above scriptures and others, my testimony of the ministering of angels and .
God's promises grew so very much.

Wynona Maughan Steele--1998
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boil the meat, take part of the flour and make gravy and some cakes of the rest of the flour and
some water, then bake them on the campfire for the children to eat on the way. There was a
widow with two children in the company. The children were sick, and so Hannah's father would
always give a bowl of gravy to them each time they had some.

The weather became bitter cold as they were going up the South Pass, and the snow was
deep. When they arrived at Rock Creek in Wyoming, they camped early. The children were all
crying with cold, and many had their hands, feet, and ears frozen. Hannah's older sister, Mary,
had her foot frozen, and at this place her toe came off at the first joint. She was unable to walk all
that winter. The men would shovel the snow away and make a large campfire, the beds were
made on top of the snow. Some ofthe men kept fire all night. But due to cold and exposure 13
men were frozen to death. Two who helped dig the graves died also; and so 15 were buried in
one grave side by side with a blanket spread over them. Of this company of 404 persons, 77
perished before help arrived. The survivors reached Salt Lake City on November 9, 1856.

Upon arriving in Salt Lake City, the family stayed in a school house. The saints were very
kind to them, bringing bread and butter for them to eat. Their stomachs, however, were so
shrunken through hunger, that one half slice of bread was all they could eat. Hannah's father
traded their handcart for a sack of flour.

The Humphrys family made their home in North Ogden. Hannah never had the privilege
of attending school, and could neither read nor write. She was a hard worker, however, and did
housework for others in North Ogden to help the family. She married George Walton Wheeler on
August 6,1861, and they raised a large family together. They made their home in the Ogden area
until April, 1875 when they came to Cache Valley and settled in Lewiston.

When Hannah was 22 years old, a cousin of her father's came from Iowa to North Ogden
to preach the Josephite, or Reorganized Church. In time he persuaded her father and mother to
return to Iowa with him. Two of Hannah's siblings also left with them. She never saw her parents
again.

Not with standing her lack of education, Hannah had many talents and a great faith. She
made candles, knit stockings and mittens, and made all of the family's clothing by hand. (She
didn't have a sewing machine until after she already had ten children.) When she was 84 she fell
and broke her hip. Through her faith, determination, and perseverance, she got out of bed and
was able to walk around the house without a cane. She was a widow for 24 years.

Hannah Humphrys Wheeler died as she had live, full of faith. She had a life full of
hardships and trials, nevertheless; she taught her family a great lesson by living that life full of
service to others.

Submitted by Myrma Tarbet
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FROM DENMARK WITH FAITH

Gertrude could feel her hope fade away. And now she was lying there
simply waiting to die. Surely that would be her fate, so few survived the dreaded
cholera. It had already claimed her two sons who were now buried in an unmarked
pit with so many other victims. They were so young, Carl was still a baby, and now
they were gone.

She thought about the journey over from Denmark on the sailing ship
“Jesse Munn”. It had been a long hard journey and many had died, including her
husband’s mother. Actually she had been a mother to Gertrude, too, since her own
family had disowned her and even refused to speak to her since she had joined
those “horrid Mormons”.

She looked around at the six other patients in the tent. Then she saw the
bucket of water. It was used to wipe their brow and moisten their lips, but not to
drink, for cholera victims were forbidden both food and drink. But the thought
came to her, “If only I could get a drink of that water, I believe I could get well.”
She looked around, the attendants were gone for the moment. She said a prayer for
strength and painfully began to struggle.

Inch by inch she dragged herself toward the bucket. “I must bear the pain
quietly, if someone hears me I’ll be stopped.” Finally the bucket was within reach
and she drank. The other patients begged her to give them a drink. How she longed
to help them, but she hadn’t the strength.

She had been right, from that moment on she began to improve while the
others in the tent were dying. Within a few days she was released and returned to
her husband and daughter only to face more grief. Shortly after her return, Christen,
her husband, was taken ill. He kissed his wife and little Anne Marie goodbye and
told them to be of good cheer. But they were never to see him again. Cholera, once
again, had taken its toll.

Gertrude stood with little Anne Marie looking at the company of wagons
ready to continue the journey through a strange country whose language she didn’t
understand, across the plains and over the Rocky Mountains to Zion. She thought of
all that had happened and wondered what would lie ahead. Then she thought of her
husband and knew he would want her to go on.

So, even though all their money and possessions had been lost or stolen, she
relied on the Lord and the help of friends, and thus continued her journey with faith
that all would be well in Zion.

This is the story of my great great grandmother Gertrude Marie Pederson Kjer.
Written by Rosalee Thain 1983
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Shane Thain’s Story of Faith/Courage

Many stories of our ancestor’s faith and courage can build our testimonies. It is so with my great great grandfather,
Alvin Nichols, 1819-1899. He was the fifth child in a family of 13 children. Grandfather was 15 years old and the first
in his devout Baptist family to be baptized a member of the LDS church. He emigrated from Leeds County in Canada
to New York on foot then traveled with John E. Page’s Company to Missouri. He, with gther saints, journeyed to seek
out town sites where new communities could be built. As a result of this effort, Hawns Hill, Gallatin, Millport,
DeWitt, Adam-Ondi-Ahman and other town sites were laid out for settlement. Grandfather was one of the saints who
survived the trials and privations at DeWitt. He went through the twenty-one day siege. Although the founding
fathers had issued the Declaration of Independence and written the Constitution, the law of our country’s frontier was
not sufficiently strong to guarantee religious freedom and the right to own property by all people. He joined the main
body of the church in Nauvoo and became personally acquainted with the Prophet Joseph Smith. On one occasion
there when he was crossing over a stile he was met by a number of men in a mobbing party. They carried guns and
bayonets. They asked him concerning the whereabouts of the prophet. He stated he did not know. They struck him
with their guns, severely bruising his body and leaving him with three broken ribs. He later traveled to Council Bluffs
and was ordained a Bishop by Apostle Ezra T. Benson, and presided over the Indian Creek Branch of the Church.

Grandfather and about 250 emigrants left Kanesville, Iowa for Utah under the leadership of Captain John B.
Walker. This company arrived in the Valley of the Great Salt Lake in October 1852. He was set apart as Bishop of
the Brigham Ward by the Presiding Bishop of the Church, Edward Hunter, in 1857. For 40 years Alvin Nichols
served as a bishop in three wards of the church. In 1892, President Lorenzo Snow ordained Grandfather a Patriarch
of Box Elder Stake. In 1866 with William S. Godby he built a toll bridge to cross the Bear River (at Collinston) and
Malad River. He was a city councilman under three different mayors; was employed as the local agent for the Union
Pacific Railroad Company and was present when the Golden Spike was driven at Promontory Point on May 10, 1869;
and was named as an incorporator with others of the Co-op Movement, sometimes referred to as the United Order
Movement in Brigham City. He was also appointed as District Governmental Indian Agent (during the early years
the Indians called Grandfather, “Ankabaumby” meaning ‘red head’, but in later years called him Bishop).
Grandfather had three wives and 28 children. I’m grateful for his life, his endurance, self-motivation and integrity.
Grandfather’s example lives for me to perpetuate the legacy he has left for his descendents.

Shane Thain
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prepare them for shipping.

Hard work was a way of life for the youth in Benson in those days. Carrie used to herd
cows and pigs in their pastures east of Kimber and Tim Johnson's homes through to the meridian
road ( 2400 West). She vividly remembers that a couple of the hazards of that job were sink
holes and coyotes. There were a lot of coyotes around then, and we would sure get on the horse
in a hurry when we saw coyotes.

Haying was a lot of hard work. Carrie remembers the horse drawn mowers and rakes.
The hay would be raked into mounds and then tossed onto the wagons while someone would
tromp the hay on the wagon. It would then be hauled in and stacked. Carrie also used to harrow
with four head of horses. She would stand on a plank and guide the team.

One red letter day that Carrie remembers was the day that her Dad got his first car. She
was ten or twelve at the time and thought it was a pretty great thing. Carrie also remembers when
they didn't have electricity or indoor plumbing on that side of town--so she considers that a great
blessing also.

Courting was usually pretty close to home. Carrie met Russell when he used to come out
to Benson to stay with his sister who was married to Golden Barrett. He would come up and help
her milk cows.

Carrie and her sisters used to sing together and have performed all over the valley, and she
continues to share her musical abilities to this day.

Carrie has four children, eighteen grandchildren, thirty-two great grandchildren, and two
great-great grandchildren.
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Both in school and church we were given the opportunity of being in many plays and Road
Shows. One play in school was "Cyclone Sally," and I was given the part of Cyclone Sally. Lorin
Smith was our teacher at that time. In primary, under the direction of Carrie A. Reese, we put on
"The Dream of Fairyland," along with many others, but this one stands out in my mind the most.
In Mutual for the Road Show one year under the direction of Ann Thain, she taught us the Pony
Dance. Oh, the hours of practice it took to learn that, but what a wonderful time we had. We not
only took first place in the Road Show, but also put it on at North Cache High School.

One winter day when I was in the eighth grade our teacher arranged for a bob sleigh and
took us into Logan where we went through the milk factory, the newspaper plant, the flour mill
and others. Then we had our lunch, and afterwards we all went to the show. What a fun
wonderful day that was.

One year my sister, Norma, contacted the school board and got permission for Bernea
Reese, Barbara Reese, Norma, and myself to clean Riverside School before the starting of the
school year. We were so excited because each of us would earn $6.25, and that was a lot of
money then. Well, poor Norma came down with the mumps and couldn't help. She always felt
cheated as she was the one who got the job for us.

One event everyone looked forward to once a year was the "Old Folks Party" as it was
called. I think this was one time nearly everyone who was old enough turned out. The tables
were beautifully decorated and a most delicious dinner was served with a program following, and
a dance at night. A few of us high school girls from Benson were asked to serve and help with
dishes, etc. How thrilled we were to be asked to help, we were given permission at the school to
miss that day.

When my sister, Norma, got married in 1930 after being the Sunday School organist for
five years, I was asked to take her place. This I did for five years until I was married. I felt very
privileged to serve in this capacity, and learned to have the greatest respect for Marius J. Falslev
and Otto Beutler who were the choristers. They were so very kind and patient with me.

We used to have Indians come around every summer begging for food, and they were
never turned away--also occasionally a tramp, as they were called in those days; but worst of all
were the gypsies. They would camp across the road West of us on Alvin Clark's property where
they would stay for 4 or 5 days. Mother was really nervous when they were there as they would
steal anything they could, even children, if possible; so Mother never let us out of the house alone
until after they left.

We really looked forward to Mutual night. (This was before I was old enough to go.)
After Mutual, families could go and they would have a movie. Of course, then it was a silent
movie. First it would show the picture then on the screen flash what the actors said. We thought
this was wonderful. Sometimes the reel would break or had to be rewound, but this didn't matter;
we still enjoyed the movie. One in particular I have never forgotten was "Not One to Spare." It
was a sad movie, and I don't think there were very many that didn't have tears in their eyes.

These are just a few of the things I remember about growing up in Benson. All my life I
have been thankful I was given that privilege. Nowhere in the world could I have found better
friends, their parents, or teachers--not only in school, but in Primary, Mutual, Religion classes,
and Sunday School. In my opinion all the people in Benson were THE GREATEST.
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....that Caroling in the old days was a bit more romantic than in modern times. A team of horses
were hitched to the deep bed hay wagon with a great set of bells on each. Then the wagon was
filled with 25-30 happy carolers who prepared for the brisk night by heating bricks in the coal
stove and then wrapped them to keep their feet warm. The bells from the team could be heard
across the community. What a beautiful, wonderful sound. A little excitement was often had
when the whole load tipped over. The evening was topped off by arriving at a prearranged home
for hot chocolate or chili or such. What a fun memory.

...that the average price of a good home fifty years ago was about $3,000?7 What a change to the
current average of $100,000 or so. However, somethings haven't changed, just like then, the
banks still own everything!

...that before Cutler Dam was built there was a lot of dry ground in the bottoms. Even the Bear
River was much smaller than it is now. Boys would often build huts from willows and there was
even some farming done where there is only water and marsh now. In those days, the Indians
would make their camps in the bottoms. They would row across the slew and come up looking
for food from those living in the area, who would often feed them.

....that back in the days of the Benson train station, the high light for the children of Benson was
when the circus train came through. It always stopped at the Benson station and they got to get a
look at the animals.

Owen Watterson liked to use the tracks for his own transportation. He would take the tires
off his car and then drive his car down the tracks to Logan.

Before Benson was settled this area was known as the herd grounds. During the summer,
young boys would take turns coming down to herd the livestock, cattle and horses under the
direction of a supervisor. There was a variety of game in the river bottoms and small bands of
Indians would often camp there to hunt. They did not oppose hunting cattle etc. so it was
necessary to keep the herds safe from the Indians as well.

....that years ago, there were not many dairy farms in Benson. Sugar beets were the main source
of income. They required a lot of hard labor. In the spring they had to be thinned, then hoed in
the summer and topped in the fall. School was let out for a two week beet vacation so the kids
could go to the fields to top the beets. It required a long knife with a hook on the end. The hook
was jabbed into the beet to pull it from the ground, then the knife was used to cut off the top. It
was a back breaking job and more than one thumb was lost in the effort. Once topped, the beets
were put in wind rows then pitched into trucks which hauled them to one of the two beet dumps
located between Arvel and Charles Reese and by Claude Ricks. From there, trains took them to
one of the three sugar factories in the area located in Amalga (which is now the Cache Valley
Dairy), Tremonton, or Lewiston.
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